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§2.707

such information as is available to the
party. A copy of the interrogatories,
answers, and all related pleadings must
be filed with the Secretary of the Com-
mission, and must be served on the pre-
siding officer and all parties to the pro-
ceeding.

(2) Bach interrogatory must be an-
swered separately and fully in writing
under oath or affirmation, unless it is
objected to, in which event the reasons
for objection must be stated in lieu of
an answer. The answers must be signed
by the person making them, and the
objections by the attorney making
them. The party upon whom the inter-
rogatories were served shall serve a
copy of the answers and objections
upon all parties to the proceeding with-
in fourteen (14) days after service of
the interrogatories, or within such
shorter or longer period as the pre-
siding officer may allow. Answers may
be used in the same manner as deposi-
tions (see §2.706(a)(7)).

§2.707 Production of documents and
things; entry upon land for inspec-
tions and other purposes.

(a) Request for discovery. Any party
may serve on any other party a request
to:

(1) Produce and permit the party
making the request, or a person acting
on his or her behalf, to inspect and
copy any designated documents, or to
inspect and copy, test, or sample any
tangible things which are within the
scope of §2.704 and which are in the
possession, custody, or control of the
party upon whom the request is served;
or

(2) Permit entry upon designated
land or other property in the posses-
sion or control of the party upon whom
the request is served for the purpose of
inspection and measuring, surveying,
photographing, testing, or sampling
the property or any designated object
or operation on the property, within
the scope of §2.704.

(b) Service. The request may be served
on any party without leave of the Com-
mission or the presiding officer. Except
as otherwise provided in §2.704, the re-
quest may be served after the pro-
ceeding is set for hearing.

(c) Contents. The request must iden-
tify the items to be inspected either by
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individual item or by category, and de-
scribe each item and category with rea-
sonable particularity. The request
must specify a reasonable time, place,
and manner of making the inspection
and performing the related acts.

(d) Response. The party upon whom
the request is served shall serve on the
party submitting the request a written
response within thirty (30) days after
the service of the request. The response
must state, with respect to each item
or category, that inspection and re-
lated activities will be permitted as re-
quested, unless the request is objected
to, in which case the reasons for objec-
tion must be stated. If objection is
made to part of an item or category,
the part must be specified.

(e) NRC records and documents. The
provisions of paragraphs (a) through (d)
of this section do not apply to the pro-
duction for inspection and copying or
photographing of NRC records or docu-
ments. Production of NRC records or
documents is subject to the provisions
of §§2.709 and 2.390.

§2.708 Admissions.

(a) Apart from any admissions made
during or as a result of a prehearing
conference, at any time after his or her
answer has been filed, a party may file
a written request for the admission of
the genuineness and authenticity of
any relevant document described in or
attached to the request, or for the ad-
mission of the truth of any specified
relevant matter of fact. A copy of the
document for which an admission of
genuineness and authenticity is re-
quested must be delivered with the re-
quest unless a copy has already been
furnished.

(b)(1) Each requested admission is
considered made unless, within a time
designated by the presiding officer or
the Commission, and not less than ten
(10) days after service of the request or
such further time as may be allowed on
motion, the party to whom the request
is directed serves on the requesting
party either:

(i) A sworn statement denying spe-
cifically the relevant matters of which
an admission is requested or setting
forth in detail the reasons why he can
neither truthfully admit nor deny
them; or
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(ii) Written objections on the ground
that some or all of the matters in-
volved are privileged or irrelevant or
that the request is otherwise improper
in whole or in part.

(2) Answers on matters to which such
objections are made may be deferred
until the objections are determined. If
written objections are made to only a
part of a request, the remainder of the
request must be answered within the
time designated.

(c) Admissions obtained under the
procedure in this section may be used
in evidence to the same extent and sub-
ject to the same objections as other ad-
missions.

§2.709 Discovery against NRC staff.

(a)(1) In a proceeding in which the
NRC staff is a party, the NRC staff will
make available one or more witnesses,
designated by the Executive Director
for Operations or a delegee of the Exec-
utive Director for Operations, for oral
examination at the hearing or on depo-
sition regarding any matter, not privi-
leged, that is relevant to the issues in
the proceeding. The attendance and
testimony of the Commissioners and
named NRC personnel at a hearing or
on deposition may not be required by
the presiding officer, by subpoena or
otherwise. However, the presiding offi-
cer may, upon a showing of exceptional
circumstances, such as a case in which
a particular named NRC employee has
direct personal knowledge of a mate-
rial fact not known to the witnesses
made available by the Executive Direc-
tor for Operations or a delegee of the
Executive Director for Operations, re-
quire the attendance and testimony of
named NRC personnel.

(2) A party may file with the pre-
siding officer written interrogatories
to be answered by NRC personnel with
knowledge of the facts, as designated
by the Executive Director for Oper-
ations, or a delegee of the Executive
Director for Operations. Upon a finding
by the presiding officer that answers to
the interrogatories are necessary to a
proper decision in the proceeding and
that answers to the interrogatories are
not reasonably obtainable from any
other source, the presiding officer may
require that the NRC staff answer the
interrogatories.

§2.709

(3) A deposition of a particular
named NRC employee or answer to in-
terrogatories by NRC personnel under
paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) of this section
may not be required before the matters
in controversy in the proceeding have
been identified by order of the Commis-
sion or the presiding officer, or after
the beginning of the prehearing con-
ference held in accordance with §2.329,
except upon leave of the presiding offi-
cer for good cause shown.

(4) The provisions of §2.704(c) and (e)
apply to interrogatories served under
this paragraph.

(56) Records or documents in the cus-
tody of the Commissioners and NRC
personnel are available for inspection
and copying or photographing under
paragraph (b) of this section and §2.390.

(6)(i) The NRC staff shall, except to
the extent otherwise stipulated or di-
rected by order of the presiding officer
or the Commission, provide to the
other parties within 45 days after the
issuance of a prehearing conference
order following the initial prehearing
conference specified in §2.329 and with-
out awaiting a discovery request:

(A) Except for those documents, data
compilations, or other tangible things
for which there is a claim of privilege
or protected status, all NRC staff docu-
ments, data compilations, or other tan-
gible things in possession, custody, or
control of the NRC staff that are rel-
evant to disputed issues alleged with
particularity in the pleadings, includ-
ing any Office of Investigations report
and supporting exhibits, and any Office
of Enforcement documents, data com-
pilations, or other tangible things re-
garding the order. When any document,
data compilation, or other tangible
thing that must be disclosed is publicly
available from another source, such as
the NRC Web site, http:/www.nrc.gov,
or the NRC Public Document Room, a
sufficient disclosure would be the loca-
tion, the title, and a page reference to
the relevant document, data compila-
tion, or tangible thing; and

(B) A list of all documents, data com-
pilations, or other tangible things oth-
erwise responsive to paragraph
(a)(6)(1)(A) of this section for which a
claim of privilege or protected status is
being made, together with sufficient
information for assessing the claim of
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